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Ft. (Fig. I B) Eunicella reaches a maximum frequency of very roughly 2-4 per square metre, from 10 ft. above to I ft. above the bottom: the lowermost foot was, at least in several places, completely bare due presumably to abrasion by the coarse sand of the gulley floor. In this area where the Eunicella flourishes, the Dictyopteris is distinctly sparse, the ground layer being composed largely of Bryozoa, especially Cellaria sp., some encrusting sponges and many Corynactis viridis Allman. Almost as numerous as the Eunicella is Alcyonium glomeratum (Rassal), whose snow-white polyps make a bright contrast against the otherwise deep red surface of the colony. The rarity of this species in dredgings is probably explained by the fact that it has not been seen outside the gully. At the same depth as the Alcyonium and Eunicella, a few large solitary ascidians Phallusia mamillata (Cuvier) appear, and occasional colonies of ross (Lepralia pallasiana (Moll.)), the tubicolous polychaete Filograna implexa (Berkeley) and the yellow branching sponge Axinella dissimilis (Bowerbank).
SUMMARY
A preliminary survey has been made, near Stoke Point, S. Devon, of the rock fauna at depths below the Laminaria belt, with self-contained compressed-air diving apparatus. By this method much more exact records of the distribution, and general abundance of the commonest species, have been obtained than would be possible with dredgings. It is hoped to make a greatly extended survey in the future.
